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Hummingbirds are speedy little birds found flying around many mountain and 
tropical regions. The calliope hummingbird is the smallest bird in the United States. 

Hummingbirds have many curved feathers, creating little shell-like patterns. As 
hummingbird feathers are so small and shiny, they often light up in myriad colors, so 
this is a particularly colorful pattern. It may feel a little fiddly in parts, but it’s so worth 

it to get the full-jeweled beauty of these amazing little creatures!

Calliope Hummingbird
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THREAD COLOR GUIDE

from Embroidery Made Easy: Beautiful Birds by Beth Hoyes. Learn more at www.walterfoster.com



TIP
The hummingbird’s 

face may feel like the 
fiddliest bit on this 
pattern. Just take it 

one step at a time, and 
you’ll be done before 

you know it!
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STEP 1
Start by stitching the hummingbird’s face, beak, and eyes, using Color Guide 1 for reference. The 
feathers on the hummingbird’s face are very small, so use staged stitching (see page 12) as you work 
on various parts of the pattern. For the dotted markings under the eyes, you just need a couple of 
teeny, stacked stitches for each dot in Light Pewter (169). Then, in between these dotted markings, 
stitch another row of dots in Very Dark Beaver Gray (645). Follow the gray lines in Color Guide 1 as you 
add the smaller details to the hummingbird’s face, such the Medium Beige Brown (840) line above the 
hummingbird’s eye, and where you change colors, such as between the Snow White (B5200) and Light 
Forest Green (164) sections around the eyes. 

STEP 3
Move on to the hummingbird’s 
shoulders and wings. Start 
with the shoulders and the 
inner areas of the wings before 
working out to the upper wings, 
following Color Guide 2 (see 
page 22). The wings are made 
up of striped markings; it’s 
easiest to begin with the thinner 
stripes first. Start with the Black 
(310) lines toward the bottom of 
the top wing, following the lines 
on the template. Add the longer 
black lines before filling in the 
sections between these lines. 

Color Guide 1

STEP 2
Finish this section by stitching 
the top of the hummingbird’s 
chest, using staged stitching in 
Snow White (B5200). 
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Color Guide 3

Color Guide 2
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STEP 5
Then, as you move toward the top of the wing, 
make these brown lines thicker, as shown in 
Color Guide 2. Wahoo! You’re nearly there on 
the wings; now you can work on the Medium 
Baby Green (966) and Off White (746) sections 
between the lines.

STEP 6
The hummingbird’s chest and back are made 
up of many curved and dashed markings. It 
helps to stitch the smaller, curved shapes first, 
before filling in the spaces between them. 

STEP 7
When you have finished the curved and dashed 
markings, start working on the larger areas of color 
between them, referring to the gray lines in Color 
Guide 3 that indicate where to place the different 
sections of color.

STEP 4
Follow the gray lines in Color Guide 2 that indicate 
where to change colors as you stitch the wings. 
For the lower wing, begin with single stitches in 
Medium Beige Brown (840), following the pattern 
template. 
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Color Guide 4

STEP 8
All that’s left are the hummingbird’s tail and 
feet. Use Color Guide 4 to help with placement of 
colors on the tail. As with the wings, start with 
the thinner lines of Light Tan (437) on the pattern 
template before adding the Black (310) markings 
on either side and the tip of the hummingbird’s 
tail. Finally, add the Snow White (B5200) section 
that makes the base of the hummingbird’s tail. 

STEP 9
Finish stitching the hummingbird’s feet, which 
are just made up of a series of teeny straight 
stitches, following the shape on the pattern 
template in Light Pewter (169), with even 
teenier Black (310) stitches to finish the claws.
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Calliope Hummingbird Cardinal



 
 

A step-by-step guide to stitching colorful, realistic birds from around the world using the popular 
“thread painting” technique. 

 

EMBROIDERY MADE EASY: BEAUTIFUL BIRDS 
EASY TECHNIQUES FOR LEARNING TO EMBROIDER A VARIETY OF COLORFUL 

BIRDS, INCLUDING A CARDINAL, A BARN OWL, AND A PUFFIN 
 

Learn to create a variety of birds following the newest embroidery 
trend, thread painting, with Embroidery Made Easy: Beautiful 
Birds. 
 
Through a collection of 12 detailed, full-color patterns, aspiring 
and established embroidery artists will discover how to employ 
the art of thread painting to create a range of popular birds and 
waterfowl from around the world, including North America, the 
Amazon rain forest, and Europe. 
 
Thread painting is the name for using single strands of embroidery 
floss to create lifelike images with beautifully blended gradients of 
color and detail. Fortunately, the process is not as hard as it 
sounds! After learning a bit about how to create gradients and 
blend colors, anyone can create incredible embroidered 
masterpieces. 

  
Embroidery Made Easy: Beautiful Birds includes: 

o A primer on embroidery materials, setup, and thread painting techniques 
o Patterns that indicate where each color should go and when the gradients should begin 
o For each project, step-by-step instructions and reference images of the finished piece 

Perfect for needlepoint artists of all skill levels, there is no better time to learn how to create beautiful 
birds in embroidery. 
 

Beth Hoyes is an embroidery artist and art therapist. Originally from the United Kingdom and now based 
in Denver, Colorado, Beth runs a small embroidery business @rabbithatdesigns. Beth started 
embroidering while going through the shift of moving countries a few years ago and fell in love with the 
process. Beth seeks to share her love of nature and the power of making, connecting people to creatures 
and botanicals through exploring all the beauty in the teeniest and largest of details, as well as sharing 
the joy and soothing of learning to stitch through her DIY embroidery patterns and kits. When she's not 
embroidering, Beth can be found out and about in the Rocky Mountains with her husband in their 
camper van, drinking tea, reading, outdoor swimming, and watching films and documentaries.  
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