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The ancient Indonesian batik technique uses wax and dye to create designs on 
fabric. Because dye can’t penetrate through wax, except where it cracks, this 
technique creates intricate, interesting designs. This project plays on the idea of a 
wax resist by using crayons and paint to create a unique image of your own! 

Crayon “Batik”
s t e p - by- s t e p  P R O J E C T

You can use copy paper, 
but you’ll need to be extra 
careful with it when wet. 
A slightly thicker sheet of 
paper is easier to handle. 

	 Wax crayons
	 Plain white 

paper
	 Paintbrush
	 Black or dark 

colored paint 
with a small 
amount of 
water added

	 Paper towel
	 Steam iron

Tools & Materials
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Step 1
With crayons, draw a picture on 
the sheet of paper. Pressing harder 
on the crayons will create a better 
resist to the paint. Keep in mind 
that any area through which you can 
see white paper will turn dark once 
paint is added. 

Step 2
Once your drawing is done, crumple up the sheet of paper to crease it. 
Take care when unfolding the sheet of paper to avoid tearing it!

Draw with a white crayon 
to keep some areas of the 
paper white; use black to add 
definition to edges and 
outlines in the drawing.
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Step 3
Add a wash of paint over the entire sheet of paper, taking care 
to cover any areas where white paper shows through.
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Step 4
Before the paint dries, quickly use paper towel to blot off the wet paint. If the paint doesn’t 
look dark enough, repeat steps 3 and 4. Let dry.



Step 5
Place the sheet of paper on a soft, clean surface and cover it with paper towel.  
Then apply a hot steam iron over the paper. Keep in mind that the heat from the 
iron will slightly melt the wax, so make sure the paper towel is placed over the 
waxy side of your artwork. 
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Display your art!
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This project works best with darker 
shades of paint, but you could also try 
using bright colors. Just remember 
that whatever paint color you choose, 
a crayon in the same color won’t show 
up once you add paint over it.


