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Simple Flowers
Wleruing Glory

his morning glory and gardenia are great flowers for learning a few simple shading techniques called “hatching” and
T"crosshatching.” Hatch strokes are parallel diagonal lines; place them close together for dark shadows, and space them
farther apart for lighter values. Crosshatch strokes are made by first drawing hatch strokes and then overlapping them
with hatch strokes that are angled in the opposite direction.

Step 1 Look carefully at the overall shape of a Step 2 Next draw the curved outlines of the Step 3 Now you are ready to add the shading.
morning glory and lightly sketch a polygon with flower and leaves, using the guidelines for With the rounded point and side of an HB pencil,
the point of an HB pencil. From this three- placement. You can also change the pressure of add a series of hatching strokes, following the
quarter view, you can see the veins that radiate the pencil on the paper to vary the line width, shape, curve, and direction of the surfaces of the
from the center, so sketch in five curved lines to giving it a little personality. Then add the flower and leaves. For the areas more in shadow,
place them. Then roughly outline the leaves and stamens in the center. make darker strokes placed closer together, using
the flower base. the point of a soft 2B pencil.
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Step 1 The gardenia is a little more complicated
to draw than the morning glory, but you can still
start the same way. With straight lines, block in
an irregular polygon for the overall flower shape
and add partial triangles for leaves. Then
determine the basic shape of each petal and
begin sketching in each, starting at the center
of the gardenia.

Hatching

Crosshatching

Step 2 As you draw each of the petal shapes,
pay particular attention to where they overlap
and to their proportions, or their size
relationships—how big each is compared with
the others and compared with the flower as a
whole. Accurately reproducing the pattern of
the petals is one of the most important
elements of drawing a flower. Once all the
shapes are laid in, refine their outlines.

Step 3 Again, using the side and blunt point of
an HB pencil, shade the petals and the leaves,
making your strokes follow the direction of the
curves. Lift the pencil at the end of each petal
stroke so the line tapers and lightens, and
deepen the shadows with overlapping strokes in
the opposite direction (called “crosshatching”)
with the point of a 2B pencil.
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